SCHOOLDAYS

faith overcame passion, and the story ended again
with some kind of martyr's death. I liked all that
very much, the missionary ardour, the propaganda
of the faith, and especially that constancy in faith
and martyrdom: I was quite filled with it.

To be perfectly accurate, what impressed me
most in my young days about Catholicism was,
first, its living transcendentalism; then the Roman
Catholic universality, its international and world-
wide scope. And that energetic missionary spirit of
propaganda. The effort, too, for a unified outlook on
the world and on life. And finally, what is imposing
about Catholicism is its Church organization and
its authority. Of course as I became a little older I
came across anti-Catholic books which exposed the
Church's absolutism, her exclusiveness, and acts of
violence: even the religious teachers at school drew
one's attention to these anti-Church and anti-
religious writers by entering into controversy with
them. I was growing up at a time of increasing
liberalism and its fight against absolute authority,
both ecclesiastical and political. Of course I could
not even imagine such books as Renan's Life of
Christ and ideas of that kind. . . *

In   the   Gymnasium  at  Brno  our  teacher  of
religion was Father Prochazka. He was one of the